Vanderbilt PTA Committees for 2009-2010
The Vanderbilt PTA offers many opportunities for participation on various levels. The attached represents standing committees and school committees along with a brief description of their responsibilities.

If you are interested in volunteering for a PTA committee please feel free to fill out the form below and return it to the school by June 12th. We will be forming all committees during the summer. If you are selected to serve on a committee, you will be notified by phone.

If you have any questions, please contact us. 

PTA Co-Presidents

Bernadette Bunsis         631-462-7573   

Kori Schneider
       631-462-1368

We thank you for your participation and interest.

Vanderbilt PTA Committees 2009-2010

Name: ------------------------------------

Phone#: Home -------------------------- Other -----------------------------------

Child’s Name------------------------------ Grade in September 2009 -----------

I would like to be a representative from Vanderbilt for the following standing committee(s):

1st Choice -----------------------------------------------

2nd Choice ----------------------------------------------

I am interested in being on the following school committee(s): 

                                                        Please Check One

        Committee                            Chairperson                    Member 

----------------------------                  -------------                   -------------

----------------------------                  -------------                   -------------

----------------------------                  -------------                   -------------
Vanderbilt PTA

The PTA offers parents/guardians the opportunity to be involved in and enhance their children’s educational experience. The PTA is a national volunteer organization dedicated to establishing a united home-school relationship. Each school in the district has its own PTA with the Half Hollow Hills PTA Council as the coordinating body. Council is the liaison among the Board of Education, Central Administration, and the PTAs from each school. We encourage participation both at Vanderbilt and district level.
District Standing Committees
Each school’s PTA selects one or two members to serve as representative to each of the following committees. Representatives attend committee’s meetings and relay pertinent information to the PTA general membership at our monthly meetings.

AHAP: What is happening in the Academically High Aptitude Program? Hear speakers on various topics. Discuss scheduling, qualifications for acceptance into the program, as well as course descriptions and options.

Arts in Education:  Bring art and cultural events to school throughout the school year.
Board of Education: Attend all Board of Education meetings and serve as liaison.
Budget: Review, discuss, and make recommendations to proposed budgets.
Community Awareness: Serve as liaison between community and school district; learn about issues that affect our community; help to network pertinent information.
Diversity: Committee to help parents/guardians learn to raise unbiased children and to teach their children how to cope when confronted with prejudiced behaviors (including religion, race, socio-economic, physical appearance, etc); help with the planning of the Unity Fair (a fun, multicultural event).
Education:  Discussions focus on various educational issues and policies affecting all school levels; including curriculum and social issues affecting students.
Facilities: Visit various schools to evaluate and learn of facility/building needs. Representatives work to convey an understanding of district purchasing policies and restraints.

Legislation:  Committee provides an understanding of and venue for influencing legislation concerning our schools - including local candidates, laws, and lobbying efforts.
Nutrition:  Representatives visit cafeterias, talk with students to get input on their concerns/needs. Meet with cooks; familiarize themselves with policies and procedures. Address issues including food allergies, dietary restrictions, and environmental concerns.
Parent Resource Center: Parent/guardian networking committee to work with Reach CYA to satisfy the needs expressed by parents/guardians across the district toward fostering healthy behaviors/lifestyles in our youth. Disseminate information regarding parenting skills through various workshops and support services.
Publicity(Website): Attend online meetings (to share school events and to acquire assistance and tips on updating our PTA website); gather information and update the school website regularly.

Special Education: Discuss issues and services (including reading and speech, resource rooms, self-contained classrooms, etc.) concerning children with special needs.

Special Events: Help PTA Council fund raise through Founders’ Day and other fun events. Proceeds from these events go to the HHH PTA Council’s College Scholarship Fund.

Task Force: This committee presents, evaluates, and revises the various workshops and health programs concerning the psychological and physical well being of children. The task force maintains the Parent Resource Center. The task force also has involvement in the health education programs for grades K through 12. A prime concern of the task force is ensuring that students in need have access to assistance.
Transportation: Discussions include current and future transportation needs, safety issues, and roadway changes; provides a forum for resolving transportation issues in the district.
VANDERBILT (school) COMMITTEES
Each of the following “Vanderbilt-specific” committees/events is headed by one or two chairpersons, selected from among the general membership.
Apparel:  Order, organize and distribute the sale of Spirit Wear. 
Beautification: This committee is responsible for improving and enhancing the beauty of our school and surrounding grounds (i.e. weeding, planting); decorate the lobby for Fall, Winter and Spring. 
Book Fair: Responsibilities include organizing and managing Scholastic book fair for grades K-5 in fall and spring.
Box Tops: Collect and submit donated “box top” coupons for cash rebates from General Mills.

Class Parents:  Liaison between teacher and other parents in the class. Class parents may be asked to arrange for donations of baked or purchased goods for PTA functions, may assist teacher in planning special occasions and coordinate raffle baskets for Parents’ Night Out (one of our biggest fundraisers).
Class Parent Chairperson:  Liaison between PTA Presidents and grade level chairpersons. Responsibilities include organizing class parents for all grades, and disseminating information to grade chairs throughout the year.
Freaky Friday: Vanderbilt’s safe family fun day to celebrate Halloween. This event requires many volunteers to oversee games, arts and craft stations and also the food court.
Family Events:  Organize the various family events like the September family picnic, movie nights or days, and Vingo during the year.
Grade Level Chairpersons:  Facilitate communication between class parent chairperson and individual class parents for each grade.

Holiday Boutique:  A 3-day long event in which grades K-5 shop for holiday gifts. This event requires many volunteers for set-up, clean-up and aiding children through the shopping process.
Hospitality:  Responsibilities include setting up refreshments for our PTA meetings and any other special events throughout the year, as well as keeping our supplies stocked.
Membership: Organize the collection of membership dues at events and through flyers.
PARP & Reflections:  PARP: Parents as Reading Partners- Coordinate PARP activities with the school librarian. Plan calendar for March kickoff and schedule reading events.  Reflections: Liaison between Vanderbilt and National PTA for the Reflections Program. Responsibilities include: forwarding information to our students, teachers, and parents regarding the Reflection theme rules and deadlines; collecting artwork to forward onto the National PTA for judging.  Children, guided by a theme, express themselves through art (i.e. drawing, music, photography, and literature).
Parents’ Night Out:  The PTA’s biggest fundraiser of the year and is coordinated by the vice-presidents. It requires many volunteers to solicit prizes for the baskets. We also need volunteers to help setup and prepare for this event which usually takes place in April. 
Posters:  Create posters for PTA events. 
School Photos: Coordinate with photographer and school the schedule for photographs of students, collect and check orders, distribute finished photos upon arrival. With a committee, be present on photo days to help the photographer with students. Help coordinate 5th grade yearbook photos.
School Supplies:  Gather information/needs from school staff, collects orders and distributes school supplies, along with a committee.
Staff Recognition Day:  Two volunteers to organize and set up the decorations and food for Staff Recognition Day which is usually in June.

Vanderbilt Fundraising Committee:  Committee needed to help run various fundraisers.  Responsibilities would include collecting, checking, sorting and distributing orders.
Yearbook:  Help to coordinate the publication of the Vanderbilt yearbook for grades K – 5.             
